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A QUICK 
DECISION CAN 
BE MADE 

A STORY OF THE DETAINED FAST-TRACK  
PROCEDURE FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY MARIE YAN  

SPREAD THE WORD 
Several campaigns have been trying to shut down 
Yarl's Wood center and to end theunlimited detention 
of immigrants. Learn more about: 
#SetHerFree campaign (Women for Refugee Women) 



	  

	  

	  

'I hoped for a place where I could live without fearing for myself' 

THE DETAINED FAST-TRACK PROCEDURE 
"The DFT procedure is an accelerated procedure for assessing asylum intended for claims by men 
or women that, according to the UK Border Agency, can be decided “quickly.” It is inherently 
unsuitable for complex cases (…) claims that involve gender-related issues can be particularly 
complex, especially when they involve persecution by private individuals and the state’s failure 
to provide adequate protection, and assessing them fairly can involve practical challenges. 

After a woman is referred into the procedure, her claim is decided within two or three days. If 
refused—and in 2008 96% of claims were refused on first instance—she has two working 
days to appeal. This has to be heard within 11 days, meaning from start to finish the whole 
process takes around two weeks. All this time she is kept in detention, where she will remain 
pending deportation should her appeal fail. Since May 2005 over 2,000 women have been 
detained by the UK Home Office in Yarl’s Wood while their claims were assessed. In 2008 91% 
of appeals were refused. The system is not rigorous enough to meet basic standards of fairness." 

Fast-Tracked Unfairness: Detention and Denial of Women Asylum Seekers in the UK, Human 
Rights Watch, 2010, p.1-2. 
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Raquel, Mary Ann and Marie met on the Fife College Physical theatre diploma in 2013 and 
performed together for Ocean All Over and The NTS Tin Forest festival. They have then 
gone their own ways, experimenting with stand-up comedy and work with the Loop 
Theatre company for Mary Ann and visual arts with the Blender collective for Raquel. 
Marie is a debut playwright based in Edinburgh, her first play, The Fog,  was produced at 
Stereo in Glasgow, in April 2015. They came back together to take part in the Refugee 
Festival Scotland and may be seen later this year at The Fringe... 
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The story of Mariam is fictional, yet it's based on multiple accounts of the DFT.  
Her home country doesn't appear on any map, but what matters is not where she 
comes from. 
What matters is that she's been trapped in a system that won't let her speak.  
Through the DFT, her life story has been simplified, trimmed, questioned, for the 
sake of efficacy.  
Today we listen to her. 


